
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 85 

an opportunity which is at once a measure of its duty and responsibility 
— will present itself in connection with the reform of congressional or- 
ganization and procedure. By setting aside the seniority rule in com- 
mittee assignments, by discontinuing useless committees and the spoils 
incident to the present committee system, by insuring publicity for 
caucus and committee proceedings, and by substituting an effective 
budget system for the present lax, wasteful, and uncorrelated methods 
of handling financial legislation, the party will strengthen itself with the 
increasingly large body of independent voters. Before attempting to 
reconstruct the nation, Congress should take up boldly and courageously 
the task of reconstructing itself. 

P. Orman Ray. 
Northwestern University. 

Proposed Governmental Changes in Pennsylvania. — The revision 
of the Philadelphia city charter and of the constitution of Pennsylvania is 
now being actively discussed. The Committee of Seventy, a local civic 
organization, has called a general conference on the city charter. A 
wide participation by leaders in civic life is promised. Public attention 
is directed towards the desirability of a smaller city council with a 
single body to supplant the larger bicameral councils that have per- 
sisted in Philadelphia despite changes elsewhere. 

It is also possible that an extension of the home rule principle may be 
worked out to give the city greater freedom of action on important local 
questions. Other features of modern municipal advance will undoubt- 
edly receive consideration, such as the short ballot and authority to 
make use of excess condemnation in connection with proposed public 
works. By such condemnations the city government and treasury 
would expect to share in the increases in property values that go with 
public improvements. Philadelphia has lost the opportunity to do 
this in connection with the extensive boulevard plans now under way, 
but the right would be of value in the proposed Delaware River bridge 
construction, the location of which has just been recommended to the 
joint New Jersey-Pennsylvania Bridge Commission. A part of the 
cost of this structure could be provided for by allowing the city to con- 
demn and acquire large sections of the surrounding real estate at the 
Philadelphia end of the bridge and to hold or resell this property. 

The charter revision movement has received added impetus from the 
vital question of subway construction and from the unprecedented ex- 
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tension of the city's industries southward along the Delaware. This 
district has been manufacturing one-half of the American output of 
munitions; it also includes the Hog Island shipyard and the electrical 
apparatus plants. While most of it is now outside the corporate limits, 
a strong effort will be made to extend the city's boundaries southward 
to include this new industrial region. The acute housing problems 
that have arisen from this sudden growth may also find recognition in 
the new charter. 

The present state constitution dates back to 1873. Although most 
of the larger and growing commonwealths have meanwhile brought 
their fundamental laws into harmony with new conditions, Pennsyl- 
vania's document still remains in substantially unchanged form. Many 
features are not included which in other states are now taken as mat- 
ters of course. Newspaper report attributes to Governor William C. 
Sproul the desire to have a constitutional convention draft a new docu- 
ment, rather than to have the legislature attempt to bring the present 
one up to date by the process of amendments. The convention, if 
called, will see a marked divergence of opinion between those who 
favor a stronger state government and those who fear such a change. 

James T. Young. 

University of Pennsylvania. 



